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∙ WELCOME ∙
December 10, 2021
Dear Friends,
Welcome to the 37th Annual Holiday Gala! On behalf of the Board of Directors of 
the Chamber of Commerce of Eastern Connecticut Foundation, I would like to 
thank you for joining us this evening, especially after we could not gather in 2020. 
This festive gathering serves an important purpose. Each year, the Foundation 
directs the funds raised to nonprofit agencies that improve the lives of children and 
families across eastern Connecticut. 
In  March 2021, the Foundation granted $88,000 to 29 eastern Connecticut 
nonprofit organizations in support of a wide range of specific programs. Grant 
recipients help families with the essentials, like warm clothes and warm meals. 
They support pregnant mothers and infants, and they provide early education for 
preschoolers. Our recipients enrich the lives of children through science, play, toys, 
books, sports, and summer camp.  Grants and scholarships from the Foundation 
provide opportunities for children to grow by supporting their success in school 
and helping them go to college. The Foundation is committed to investing in our 
community by investing in children now and in their futures. 
Since 2002, the Chamber Foundation has donated over $1.5 million to numerous 
local organizations, thereby meeting its goal to support initiatives and programs that 
enhance and enrich education and economic opportunities in the Chamber’s service 
area.  
We owe the success of the Gala in large part to the Mohegan Tribe and Mohegan 
Sun Casino, who year after year step up to sponsor and host this important event. 
Their continued support event allows the Foundation to give generously to the 
community. We are also grateful for all of our sponsors, donors, and volunteers.
You truly make a difference for the children of eastern Connecticut by joining us 
tonight. We wish you every joy of the season as you share in the warmth of giving. 

Sincerely,

Louis Ziegler
Chairman of the Board
Chamber of Commerce of Eastern CT Foundation 





∙ TICKET AUCTION ∙
2 Ticket Sheets for $20; 6 for $50

Tickets will be sold only until 7:00 p.m.
There is no limit to how many items you may try to win or how many ticket 
sheets you may purchase!

Retain the large ticket with your specific number, then drop any  
quantity of the small numbered tickets into the respective gift bag for that 
item.

Winning tickets will be drawn beginning at 7:15 p.m. 

∙ SILENT AUCTION ∙ 
Each item will have a minimum bid and a specific incremental amount for the 
next entry. Please enter your bidder number on the sheets near each item. 
Bidding will close at 7:00 p.m. 

Winning bids will be posted at check-out beginning at 8:00 p.m. 

∙ LIVE AUCTION ∙ 
Live auction will begin during dinner which will open at 6:45 p.m. Hold on to 
your program, your bidder number is on the back! 

If you have won an item in the ticket, silent, or live auction please visit 
the check-out table to pay for and pick up your item. You must pay before 
picking up your item.

MasterCard, Visa, Discover & American Express Accepted.
3% Service Fee Applies to All Credit Card Transactions
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∙ THANK YOU ∙ 
THE DAY PUBLISHING COMPANY 

for their advertising support

AUCTIONEER MAX WOLF & MASTER OF 
CEREMONIES KEVIN HOGAN 

for their services this evening

CAMARO SIGNS 
for printing the poster boards

MINUTEMAN PRESS 
for printing tonight’s program

 
THE STAFF OF MOHEGAN SUN 

for superior service this evening

ANNE OGDEN 
for event photography services

and a special thanks to 
OUR DONORS, VOLUNTEERS,

HOLIDAY GALA COMMITTEE,  AND 
CHAMBER STAFF

for making tonight a great success

CHAMBER FOUNDATION BOARD
Lou Ziegler, Chair 

Mary Brown
Holly DePerry
Ornet Hines

Marybeth Calasant
Karen Roman
Tony Sheridan

Kristin L. Wainright
Mark Woods
Steve Coan

HOLIDAY GALA COMMITTEE
Kia Baird

Pam Barile
Marc Bokoff

Eunice Brooks
Mary Brown

Donna Ceccarelli
Courtney Coates

Megan Gilbert
Stacy Herr

Stacey Stevens
Kate Tiffany
Lou Ziegler



The Chamber of Commerce of Eastern CT Foundation 
provides grants to non-profit organizations that provide 
essentials to children and families in need, enrich 
educational opportunities, and opportunities to grow and 
succeed.

We are working to make a difference in the lives of 
children. It is a community-wide effort and it could not 
be done without the generosity and kindness of the 
people of eastern Connecticut.

Thousands of lives are touched each year. Over the last 20 years Foundation grants have 
exceeded $1.5 million.

The fundraising success of last year’s Every Month is a Holiday Campaign allowed the 
Foundation to distribute $88,000 in grants to the organizations on the following page for a 
variety of projects benefiting children and families in eastern Connecticut.

∙ ABOUT THE FOUNDATION ∙

To learn more about the grants available through the Foundation,
please visit ChamberECT.com/foundation.

Contact the Chamber of Commerce of Eastern CT for
additional information at  (860) 701-9113.



Niantic Children’s Museum $1,000
Norwich Rotary Foundation $1,000
Public Libray of New London $1,000
S.T.E.P.S $1,000
Catholic Charities, Diocese of Norwich, Inc. $1,000
Interdistrict Committee for Project Oceanology $1,500
Norwich Community Backpack Program $1,500
Pregnancy Support Center, Inc. $1,500
High Hopes Therapeutic Riding $2,000
Jewish Federation of Eastern CT $2,000
Thames Valley Council for Community Action, Inc. $2,000
Always Home, Inc. $2,500
Higher Edge, Inc. $2,500
New England Science and Sailing (NESS) $2,500
New London Youth Affairs $2,500
Safe Futures, Inc. $2,500
Sea Research Foundation, Inc. $2,500
Thames River Community Service, Inc. $2,500
The Riverfront Children’s Center, Inc. $2,500
Eastern CT Community Gardens Association $2,700
Waterford Country School $3,000
Child and Family Agency of Southeastern CT, Inc. $3,500
Madonna Place, Inc. $3,500
The Last Green Valley $4,500
Eastern Connecticut Workforce Investment 
Board, Inc. $5,000

St. Vincent de Paul Place, Norwich, Inc. $5,000
UCFS Healthcare $5,000
United Way of Southeastern Connecticut $5,000
Tommy Toy Fund $15,000

∙ 2021 GRANT RECIPIENTS ∙
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W E D D I N G S  &  E V E N T S

Also visit our flagship store for prepared 
take away meals & kitchen staples
138 Norwich-Westerly Road, Stonington,CT

gourmet-galley.com

HappyHolidays

dime-bank.com

Community Banking Lives Here™

Colchester | East Lyme | Glastonbury | Ledyard | Manchester | Montville
New London | Norwich: Broadway, Corporate, Norwichtown
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from your
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Due to the pandemic we were unable to hold the 2020 Holiday Gala. However, the heart 
and the spirit of the Gala continued: despite the lack of our typical lively event, dedicated 
sponsors and donors stepped up to ensure that at-risk children and families are supported 
when it mattered most.

∙ EVERY MONTH IS A HOLIDAY ∙

Thank You to Our Campaign Sponsors

GOLD
Backus Hospital/Hartford Healthcare

Bouvier Insurance
Centreville Bank

Chelsea Groton Bank
Family First Life

Liberty Bank
Mohegan Sun/Mohegan Tribe

People’s United Bank

PLATNIUM MEDIA SPONSOR
The Day

SILVER
Lawrence + Memorial Hospital/YNHH

BRONZE
Charter Oak Federal Credit Union

Dime Bank
Dominion Energy

Eastern CT Savings Bank
UCFS Healthcare

Wireless Zone

Thank you to Maria Miranda and Miranda Creative
for their creative direction and

Eighty Six Media for their excellent filming and production.

To watch the Every Month is a Holiday videos
visit ChamberECT.com/foundation or youtube.com/ChamberECT.
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Proud to support 
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Foundation 
and families 

throughout Eastern 
Connecticut.



 

43 Broad Street 

New London, CT 06320 

Tel: (860) 447-0335 
www.tcors.com 

nutmegcompanies.com



Something new is 
coming to 
The Day
A magazine that 
truly covers it all 
publishing every 
month in The Day!

Starting in January, home delivery 
subscribers will find 

THE DAY MAGAZINE 
in the first Sunday paper each month

Not a subscriber? Visit
www.theday.com/subscribe to sign up
This magazine is a premium publication charged at a fee equivalent to one issue of the 

newspaper, therefore moving subscriber expiration dates back by one day.



dominionenergy.com

Wishing you peace 

and joy this holiday 

season and throughout 

the coming year. 



liberty-bank.com




