
Voice
JULY - AUGUST 2023

INSIDE: Upcoming Events...pg 2 | New Members...pg 4 | Member and Benfefactor news...pg 6

92 EUGENE O'NEILL DRIVE, NEW LONDON, CT 06320 | CHAMBERECT.COM | (860) 701-9113

A Special Thank You | Through their commitment to the Chamber, these companies have demonstrated support for the many smaller businesses we serve.

Inspiring creativity & fueling growth
Chamber of Commerce of Eastern CT launches Innovation Center providing flexible coworking and 
private offices for startups, regional expansion, and creative off-site meetings in New London, CT

Entrepreneurs working to establish 
their brand and to develop strategic 
business relationships can now have 
office space within one of the largest 
Chambers of Commerce in Connecticut 
and have access to a broad range of 
businesses in the region.

The Chamber of Commerce of Eastern 
Connecticut is putting the finishing 
touches on its Innovation/Co-working 
Center, which will provide a variety 
of opportunities for the full spectrum 
of business -- as incubator space for 
start-ups, and as additional space for 
existing businesses wishing to establish 
a satellite location in the heart of the 
region’s business center. The Center, 
located at 92 Eugene O’Neill Drive, 
New London, is a short walk to the 

regional transportation hub providing 
rail, bus, and ferry services to New 
York, Boston, and beyond, as well as 
to the restaurants, shops, and cultural 
offerings of the region.

Features include office space for 
rent, workstations in an open and 
collaborative setting, administrative 
support, 5G fiber optic powered by 
Comcast Business, WiFi, a kitchen 
facility with all appliances, a private 
wellness room, handicapped access, 
two conference rooms, a large outdoor 
patio, free onsite parking, and electric 
charging stations.

“The Chamber has had the vision of 
an incubator space for several years, 
and this is the ideal time for it to come 

to fruition in the midst of the region’s 
booming economy,” said Tony Sheridan, 
Chamber President and CEO.

“With eastern Connecticut diversifying 
and expanding its business community 
at a rate not seen in generations, the 
Chamber Board is especially proud to 
provide this advanced workspace and 
the opportunities it represents," said 
Mary Ellen Jukoski, President of Three 
Rivers Community College and Board 
Chair of the Chamber.

One of the most attractive amenities 
is the Center’s location, a short walk 
from the region’s transportation 
hub and other businesses that can 
support entrepreneurs and growing 
enterprises. 

We've moved! Please note our new address: 92 Eugene O'Neill Drive, New London, CT 60320

Continued on page 2
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Additionally, the Center is in a federally 
recognized Enterprise and Opportunity 
Zone with significant development 
nearby providing a vibrant atmosphere.

The Center is also intended to be 
a resource and provide a forum for 
thought leadership related to the Blue 
Economy and other growth industries. 
As a convenor and facilitator, the 
Innovation/co-Working Center 
will focus on identifying economic 
opportunities, emerging ideas, and 
challenges. It also will serve as an 
aggregator and distributor of services, 
programs, and opportunities related to 
the growth of the regional economy.

In addition to regular chamber 
operations, the Innovation/co-Working 
Center will be home to the Chamber’s 
Entrepreneur Academy, an 8-week 
program to help entrepreneurs move 
from idea to profitable business with 
guidance from experts. The Center also 
will be home to the Chamber’s 30-year 
Leadership Program and other regional 
activities.

The National Coast Guard Museum is 
taking shape just around the corner 
from the Center, and workers at the 
nearby State Pier, one of the nation’s 
first offshore wind energy turbine 
assembly hubs, are preparing to 
assemble and ship dozens of turbines 
for three commercial-scale offshore 
wind farms to be shipped from the Port 
of New London.

For lease terms and more information, 
contact the chamber at (860) 701-
9113, info@ChamberECT.com, or Stan 
Mickus and Kim Benoit, Century 21 
Shutters & Sails at (860) 460-8437.

Inspiring creativity & fueling growth 
continued from page 1

THUR

28
YPsocial at Chapter One
5:00 - 7:00 pm | 32 W Main Street, Mystic
Sponsored by Homestead Funding & Resolute Dental Partners

WED

4
Military Affairs Council Meeting
8:30 - 9:30 am | Zoom
Open to all Chamber members, email info@ChamberECT.com to sign up.

THUR

12

Business Luncheon
with U.S. Senator Richard Blumenthal
11:30 am - 1:00 pm | Holiday Inn, Norwich
Sponsored by: Norwich Public Utilities, We Work for Health, and 
Southeastern Council on Alcoholism and Drug Dependence 

WED

25

Coffee & Contacts:
Networking for HR Professionals
8:30 - 9:30 am | Chamber Innovation Center: 92 Eugene O'Neill Drive, 
New London

THUR

26
Regional Innovation Center Grand Opening
and Open House!
4:30 - 7:00 pm | 92 Eugene O'Neill Drive, New London

SEPTEMBER

OCTOBER

UPCOMING EVENTS

Registration required for most events.

Visit ChamberECT.com/events
to sign up today!

Cancellation Policy: Notice must be given at least three business days prior to the event. No shows or those unable to cancel 
in time will be billed. To cancel, please call the Chamber at (860) 701-9113.

We always thank renewing members and 
welcome new members on Facebook. 
Follow us to stay up-to-date on Chamber 
news and be the first to engage with 
members.

Follow us!
@ChamberECT



Fall 2023 season sponsorship opportunities are available. 
Contact your Multimedia Consultant or call (860) 701-4247 for more information. 

 

The BEST in local high school sports streaming live on theday.com

Featuring commentary and insights from Casey O’Neill

LIVESTREAMED GAMES | PLAYER PROFILES | SPECIAL FEATURES 

WATCH LIVE ON THEDAY.COM 
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Welcome NEW MEMBERS!

Beyond a Salon
With over 20 years of experience, our team of certified stylists 
is dedicated to helping our clients look and feel their best with 
personalized hair services tailored to individual textures and 
styles.
549 Bank Street, New London | (401) 537-0000 | beyond-a-salon.com

Brimstone Candle Company
Artisan made candles, bath and body, and unique gifts revolving 
around self-care.
1 New London Road, Suite 14, Salem | (860) 227-8552 | brimstone.shop

CarePartners of Connecticut
CarePartners of Connecticut is a new, not-for-profit Medicare 
insurance company formed by Hartford Healthcare and Tufts 
Health Plan.
55 Capital Blvd, Suite 101, Rocky Hill | (860) 713-4718
carepartnersct.com

City Dock Restaurant & Oyster Bar
City Dock offers an array of ice-cold raw bar items and a 
comprehensive menu featuring fresh local seafood and our twist 
on new American classics!
Custom House Pier, New London | (860) 574-9271 | citydockpier.com

Dream In Color Marketing
Marketing consulting and content services for business owners 
and entrepreneurs.
(860) 800-9355 | dreamincolormarketing.com

Flavours of Life
Flavours of Life, The Fair Trade Store, is a premier fair trade 
boutique in New London featuring beautiful handmade global 
products made by skilled artisans around the globe.
86 Bank Street, New London | (860) 444-9428 | flavoursoflife.com

Fox61
For breaking news, severe weather, sports and more, watch FOX61 
Connecticut's News Station.
285 Broad Street, Hartford | (860) 527-6161 | fox61.com

GG at Home Niantic
A full service cafe and eatery, complete with a made-to-order 
menu of food and beverages, plus our classic to-go fare. Come 
and enjoy our charming ambiance and impeccable service.
185 Main Street, Niantic | (860) 850-4049 | ggathome.com

Goodwill Industries of Southern New England, Inc.
A provider of employment and training, social and recreational 
opportunities, job placement services and other critical 
community based services for people with disabilities and/or 
other challenges.
201 Salem Turnpike Employment Center, Norwich | (203) 777-2000
goodwillsne.org

Greaves Corporation
Greaves Corporation manufactures electrical connectors for 
commercial, industrial, residential, and utility industries as well 
as OEM applications. 
30 Industrial Park Road, Centerbrook | (860) 664-4505
greaves-usa.com

Junior Achievement of Southwest New England
Junior Achievement is dedicated to giving young people the 
knowledge and skills they need to own their economic success, 
plan for their futures, and make smart academic and economic 
choices.
70 Famington Avenue, Hartford | (860) 525-4510 | swne.ja.org

MBC Bookkeeping
We provide unparalleled personalized bookkeeping services to a 
broad range of clients throughout Connecticut.
North Stonington | (860) 287-9027

MSG Risk Management and Intelligence
We partner with highly accredited security experts and private 
investigators worldwide in order to deliver a tailored security and 
protection solution to fit our client’s personal and professional 
requirements.
Warwick, RI | (520) 709-4845 | mayhemsolutionsgroup.com

RJ Development & Advisors LLC
RJDA delivers services in real estate development, acquisition, and 
asset repositioning for commercial and multi-family residential 
properties and is currently active in developing a variety of 
projects throughout greater New England and across all property 
types.
555 Long Wharf Drive, 11th Floor, New Haven | (203) 408-7810 | rjda.com

Stels Beauty Wellness and Med Spa
Stels Beauty Wellness and Med Spa is where science and beauty 
meet to create magic. We provide a variety of medical aesthetic 
services such as Vitamin IV hydrations, Cosmetic Laser, and 
injectibles. 
22 Pennsylvania Avenue, Suite 4, Niantic | (860) 451-8098
stels-beauty.com

Su & Sa Sushi and Salad
Su & Sa is bringing a unique blend of Thai salads and sushi to 
New London. Get ready for an unforgettable dining experience that 
will transport your taste buds straight to Thailand.
45 Bank Street, New London | (860) 574-9298 | facebook.com/suandsaNL

SUMAKBEAUTY
I aim to provide clients with the best, effective, professional skin 
care products and services.
135 Pearl Street Unit C, Noank | (860) 961-2248 | sumakbeauty.com

The Ditty Bag Market and Cafe
We seek to not only to help, but to empower anyone to live a zero-
waste lifestyle. Buy in bulk or shop our products specially selected 
to reduce plastic and carbon footprints.
7 Roosevelt Avenue, Unit 3, Mystic | (860) 980-8020 | thedittybag.com

The Golden Owl
The Golden Owl is a bookstore selling new, used and antique books 
as well as plants and gift items. Wi-fi and seating are available 
along with drinks and snacks.
19 Golden Street, New London | (860) 924-2695 | goldenowl.shop



UNITED WAY OF SOUTHEASTERN CONNECTICUT

United For Gemma 
Benefit Gala

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 12, 2023
5:30 PM TO 8:30 PM

110 PEQUOT TRAIL, MASHANTUCKET, CT 06338

Mashantucket Pequot Museum & Research Center

PRESENTED BY 
MASHANTUCKET PEQUOT TRIBAL NATION AND

FOXWOODS RESORT CASINO

An evening celebrating the 35th Anniversary of theAn evening celebrating the 35th Anniversary of the   
Gemma E. Moran United Way/Labor Food CenterGemma E. Moran United Way/Labor Food Center   

and honoring the life and legacy of founder Gemma Moranand honoring the life and legacy of founder Gemma Moran

The event benefits the The event benefits the Gemma Legacy FundGemma Legacy Fund  to to
create sustainable support for the ongoingcreate sustainable support for the ongoing
operation of the Food Center program in order tooperation of the Food Center program in order to
eliminate food insecurity in New London County.eliminate food insecurity in New London County.   

www.uwsect.org/united-gemma-benefit-gala

Reserve Tickets & Sponsorships
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REGIONAL BENEFACTOR NEWS
Comcast is the first 
Internet Provider to Offer 
a Back-Up Connectivity 
Device Designed to Keep 
Customers Connected 
During a Storm
With severe weather impacting many parts 
of the country, there has never been a 
greater need for a back-up connectivity 
solution. Comcast’s new Storm-Ready WiFi 
device is equipped with cellular back-up 
and a four-hour rechargeable battery, more 
than enough power to keep customers up 
and running for the average power outage 
in the U.S. of two hours*. Storm-Ready WiFi 
gives customers peace of mind that they’ll 
be able to maintain connectivity at home, 
as it provides a seamless connection with 
auto failover. When the power goes out, 
the customer’s network is automatically 
transitioned to cellular back-up so they can 
continue the use of their Internet.
Storm-Ready WiFi also doubles as a WiFi 
extender to deliver a strong WiFi signal to 
those hard-to-reach corners of the home.

Eversource hosting EV 
Webinars for CT Residents
If you're at the beginning of your electric 
vehicle journey or need guidance on 
electric vehicle charging for your home, 
Eversource is here to help. If you miss 
a webinar you can watch recordings on 
Eversource's YouTube channel.

Electric Vehicle 102
September 14, 12:00 pm
Learn the basics on electric vehicle 
charging and provide guidance on how to 
setup a level 2 charger at your home. 

Electric Vehicle 101
September 21, 11:00 am
Electric vehicle basics for those just 
beginning their EV journey

All in for Community

MOHEGANSUN.COM

Dave Konicki has been 
named the new Director 
of Security at General 
Dynamics Electric Boat
As Director of Security, Dave Konicki 
is responsible for providing leadership, 
guidance and direction for Electric Boat’s 
Security, Fire Department and Flight 
Operations.
Dave joined Electric Boat in 1989, first as a 
Lieutenant of the Tactical Response Team 
and Security Guard Force. He was named 
to the Industrial Security Organization in 
1995 as a Security Specialist responsible 
for compliance with the Industrial Security 
Manual and NISPOM, followed by a 
promotion to Chief of Security supervising 
and managing all of EB’s classified, national 
and international programs, including the 
USS Jimmy Carter, SSGN conversions, 
ASTUTE program and the Common 
Missile Compartment program. In 2016, he 
took over as the Facility Security Officer 
responsible for Industrial Security, Physical 
Security, Insider Threats, International 
Programs and all offsite facilities, and 
added leadership of OPSEC when he was 
promoted to Senior Manager in 2022.
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MEMBER NEWS

12 Douglas Lane, Suite 4, Waterford, CT 06385

860.701.0058
dynamic-alliance.com

Making IT Make Sense

The Black Orchid helps 
R.I. woman turn pearl 
found in a clam into her 
engagement ring
Sandra “Sandy” Sikorski found a pearl in 
a plate of clams she was savoring with 
her fiance Ken Steinkamp at a Westerly, 
RI restaurant. The couple made it the 
centerstone of her engagement ring.
The hefty Mercenaria pearl measures 9.8 
mm — about 6 karats if it were a diamond 
— and is perfectly oval. A clam would need 
to go untouched for nearly half a century to 
make a pearl this size.
A few months ago, the couple decided to 
commit to their relationship and have a ring 
made. They were sent to Marc Fishbone, 
owner of The Black Orchid and renowned 
goldsmith in North Stonington who said 
"The piece came out beautiful, far better 
than what I ever thought. When she came 
to pick it up, she was almost crying and 
wanted to give me a big hug.”
Read the complete article on
bostonglobe.com

Mitchell College Launches 
New Degree Completion 
Program for Adult 
Learners
This fall Mitchell College is launching 
a Professional Studies undergraduate 
“Completer Degree” program for adult 
learners as part of its efforts to expand 
options for “nontraditional” college 
students to achieve their education and 
career goals. Designed exclusively for adult 
students with some college credit, the 
accelerated program offers both a 2-year 
(A.A.) and a 4-year (B.A.) degree.
At launch, courses will be offered in a 
hybrid curriculum combining afternoon/
evening in-person classes with online 
classes, but the goal of the program is 
to offer 100% online learning in the near 
future. Students may further accelerate 
their degree with classes through Mitchell’s 
MiniMester program or the Mitchell Hub, 
which offers online learning.

Connecticut Foodshare 
launches awareness 
campaign for Hunger 
Action Month in 
September
September is Hunger Action Month - 
the Feeding America network's annual 
campaign to inspire action and raise 
awareness of hunger nationwide, and to 
give support to the member food banks for 
each state. Connecticut Foodshare is the 
Feeding America food bank for Connecticut, 
and we hope you will use these resources 
to engage your network, friends, and family 
in sharing awareness and inspiring action!
See Connecticut Foodshare's newly 
released toolkit at ctfoodshare.org/ham.
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SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR REGIONAL BENEFACTORS

92 EUGENE O'NEILL DRIVE, NEW LONDON, CT 06320    |    CHAMBERECT.COM    |     (860) 701-9113


